
Costumesé. Check!   Musicé. Check!   Refreshmentsé. Check!  Roll filmé.. aaaannnddd ACTION! 

The stage is being set for ñHooray for Tollywoodò!  Next month, June 25-28, Roche Harbor 
will be teaming with celebrities and movie stars as we gather for our 22nd annual rendezvous! 

With the Tollywood theme, the possibilities are endless for boat decorations and costumes.  If 
youôre having trouble coming up with ideas, just think about your favorite movies and television 
shows, new and old!  I can only imagine what sort of characters will be on siteé  Weôve got 
some new events to premier, while replaying some of the old favorites as well. 

The festivities will begin on Thursday, with most of the fleet arriving.  Weôll enjoy happy hour 
on the party dock, followed by a potluck. 

The famous Roche Harbor donuts will be cast along with hot coffee to start the day on Friday.   
Weôll have a full house of vendors to visit and Cara will debut this summerôs latest Tollycraft 
clothing!  Weôll be flippinô burgers around lunchtime with two informative seminars to enjoy.  
The four legged stars will be walking the red carpet for the world famous pet parade.  Weôll 
rub elbows at happy hour before we gather to enjoy dinner on the dock.  Friday evening we will 

showcase our own talent with the world premier of ñTollycraftôs got Talentò- our first-ever ren-
dezvous talent show!  Donôt worry, Simon Cowell hasnôt been invited, and we are looking forward to seeing the talent 
our club has to offer! 

Saturday morning, weôll enjoy a pancake breakfast on the dock followed by our annual club business meeting.  Lots 
will be going on, including activities for the kids, and for the adults a wine and cheese luncheon in the garden. Every-
one enjoys the boat open house, and of course happy houré  The ever-popular dinghy parade will cruise the harbor 
before we gather on the lawn for a delicious dinner created by Celebrity Executive Chef Bill Shaw (Heôs been on TV!).  
Weôll finish the evening out with karaoke on the party dock hosted by members Mike & Sue McCormick, and probably 
a cameo appearance by the San Juan County Sherriff.  Queue rimshot: Just kidding folks, weôve got some great sing-
ers in this group!  

A lot of work goes into creating this annual event, but it is all made so much easier with the help of Roche Harborôs 
harbormaster Kevin Carlton, Executive Chef Bill Shaw, and the entire Roche Harbor staff that 
tends to our needs.  The success of this event is also in great part to my mentors: the Past 
Commodores of the club.  Without their ideas, hard work, and willingness to try new things we 
wouldnôt have the event we do.  And it certainly goes without saying that these events wouldnôt 
exist if it werenôt for you- the members of the Tollycraft Boating Club!  Not only would it be a 
rather lonely place if you didnôt show up, but itôs always exciting to see members pitching in to 
help make the event happen- from flipping flapjacks, to helping out with clothing sales, to wel-
coming members at the registration table.  We appreciate your help, and if youôd like to volun-
teer, indicate so on your registration form! 

We look forward to seeing you next month in Tollywood! 
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A Message from your CommodoreðSteve Monrad 

May 2009 



 Summer boating season is fast approaching! Daffodils, tulips, budding trees, and warmer 

days make me dream of those wonderful days spent cruising with friends. I óm sure every-

one has started working on their ñTo Doò listsðcleaning, going over systems, doing a few 

upgrades, getting their Tollycraft ready for another season of boating. Iôm working hard get-

ting ñEnough Timeò ready for summer cruising. Iôd much rather be doing boat work than 

yard work! My favorite spring activity is planning those summer cruises with friends to all of 

those fabulous places that we are so fortunate to have right here in our backyard. The Pa-

cific Northwest is truly a boaterôs paradise. 

This is a busy, yet very exciting time of year for your Bridge. We are working hard planning 

and organizing this yearôs big rendezvous, ñHooray for Tollywoodò. This is guaranteed to 

be another fabulous, full-filled event that you do not want to miss! If youôre a regular atten-

dee, you already know how much fun it is connecting with other fellow Tolly owners and 

sharing experiences. If youôve never been, why not make this yearôs rendezvous a top prior-

ity in your summer boating plans! It is a fantastic place to meet new friends and share in the 

camaraderie that is the Tollycraft Boating Club. Weôre expecting the usual 100+ boat turnout and hoping a large num-

ber of our Canadian Tollycraft friends will join us as well. Thanks to great vendor and advertising support, we are able 

to produce a phenomenal four day event at Roche Harborðyou wonôt find a better ñBang for the Buckò.  Roche Harbor 

Marina staff is outstanding and work hard to make our Tollycraft Rendezvous the best in the Northwest! Come and join 

in on the fun! 

If you see ñEnough Timeò out on the water, give a shout! I hope to see you at Roche Harbor!  

A Message from your Vice CommodoreðCara Clark 

Record Clothing Sales at Gig Harbor and Port Ludlow! 
The Tollyclub clothing sales are going extremely well thanks to all of your support! 

We will have lots of new summer items with a few surprises at the Rendezvous 

plus the fleece pullovers and jackets that debuted at Gig Harbor. Clothing sales 

are a major source of revenue for 

your club so buy lots and support the Tollyclub.  

 

 

 

ñGet Your New Tolly Clothingò 
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Itôs hard to believe spring is already here,  but alas as I sit here writing this article the sun is 
shining on a wonderful spring afternoon.  Not only that, but since our last newsletter we al-
ready have gone through two minis as we march towards Tollywood.  For those who were 
not able to make it, we had our first round of Bingo at Gig Harbor accompanied by Marc 
Talleyôs famous BBQ Ham.  Next was the Cuban themed potluck at Port Ludlow where I got 
to discover ñSangriaò and Libbyôs wonderful desert drink of which the name I forget, but the 
memory of the kick is still with me.  While we regretted that Tolly was not able to join us per-
sonally at Port Ludlow, we always know that he is close by and watching.  I think of Tolly in 
his own 48 when I pull out of the harbor and always make a point of pulling close to the far 
shore to wave goodbye.  I know he canôt stand by his window all day long, but I always think 
of him waving back. 

Lest I forget, hereôs a big shout out to Mike over at Harbor Marine.  Because of Mikeôs help, 
Rob and Denise were able to get their Velvet Drive transmission working at the last minute 
and make it to Port Ludlow.  Having a guy like Mike available when you need him is really 

appreciated by the club and far, far above the call of duty.  Thanks Mike! 

Upon arriving at Port Ludlow. I noted a scorched shore power connection   Itôs a good idea to replace the internals 
of the connection every other season or so.   The internals for the connections only run about $25 and corrosion 
related issues related to these terminals are well known to be THE #1 CAUSE of boat fires.  In fact the big marina 
fire in the Lake Union most of you will recall was caused by this very item.  I was pretty surprised to see the 
scorching as I had replaced the unit just last spring.  However, I had not replaced the critical wire that runs from 
the shore power connection to the breaker panel and had simply cut back the wire a little.   That shortcut could 
have resulted in a fire.  It took me two days this past weekend, but I buckled down and replaced the corroded 
wire.  This is a very common problem and I urge all of you to double check your connections! 

Finally, what to do for Tollywood?  Have you picked your theme?  Do you have your talent show  act picked out 
yet?  Personally Iôm still working on mine.  So far, Iôve been able to eliminate a few ideas that have been pre-
sented to me.    

¶ There will be no renditions of ñMy Sharonaò.   

¶ Certainly not a peep of ñItôs Raining Menò.  Exactly how does one live such things down? 

¶ Same goes for any chorus line renditions of ñBrandyò. 

¶ Iôm pretty sure there will be no acts involving banjoôs, but have not at all ruled out bongo drums. 

Wellé.I have a few months left and we still have time for creative brainstorming at Bell Harbor.  Iôm sure Iôll be 
ready for Tollywood.  Will you be?  
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Our Tollyclub trusted deck hands... 



Our stay on the Bridge has been a little shorter than the norm but we have truly enjoyed 
the experience.  I must say it took some coaxing before I relented and signed-up.  Look-
ing back on it I am glad we did.   

One of the reasons I decided to take on the responsibility is because we had met many 
wonderful people that we enjoyed being around and socializing with and so I saw it as 
an opportunity to do something in return.  During the past several years we have met 
many more wonderful people, furthered relationships and have a lot of new friends.  
Mary, who according to her, ñhas more fun that most peopleò, has made Tollyclub 
functions the priority on our social calendar.  Letôs just say the club has become a big 
part of our lives.   

Some of the highlights for us include visits with Mr. Tolly over the past few years 
whether it was surprising him with Santa Claus during the holidays or just traveling to 
see him and have a cup of chowder for lunch, we have both enjoyed spending some 
quality time with him and conversing about the good old days.   

Last year we got to know our Canadian friends very well working with Terry Murphy on the International Ren-
dezvous and enjoying some quality time with him, Susan and the Coridors.  We even had a chance to spend a 
little ñdowntimeò at Reed Harbor with them and several other Tollys after the Rendezvous.  We cannot thank 
them enough for the support (including the best pancake breakfast to date), and cooperation they gave us at 
Margaritaville.   

We also want to thank our past commodores and mamadores who put a lot of blood, sweat and tears into what 
has become a great organization! Their efforts took a big load off our shoulders, many of their ideas have now 
been institutionalized in our club events and procedures.  Obviously, there is not enough room to thank all those 
that went out of their way to help us along the way, suffice it to say we are indebted to many folks who have 
helped make this club what it is today.  Thank YOU!! 

A Message from your Immediate Past CommodoreðDave Tosch 
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Well, here it is, mid way through spring and I hope everyone has had a chance to get their boats out 
and shake off the winter cobwebs.  I know several members who have done just that and attended the 
first two minis.   

As we approach the big Roche get together, it is a great time to go over all the running gear and 
ground tackle to ensure a safe and fun season.  We all tend to get excited on the first few cruises, re-
acquainting ourselves with the fell of power, currents and wind.  We stock up the fridge and bar, 
clean off the dust and dirt, and generally pre-occupy ourselves with all the great places we want to visit 
this year.   

To ensure a successful season, we also need to remember the rest of the basics of boating.  Change 
the oil, check the fluids, ensure hoses haven't cracked or dried out, belts fit tight and our engine rooms 
are clean and free of debris.  One of my regular catch phrases when it comes to boating is:  I love boat-
ing, but I like getting home even better!  No one wants to HAVE to call vessel assist or, worse yet, the 
Coast Guard, because we didn't take care of a little annual maintenance.  I think we can all remember 
hearing the calls on the VHF for the boat needing assistance or taking on water, particu-
larly on Opening Day weekend.  One nice thing is, I can't remember the last time I heard the call for a 
Tolly needing assistance!!   

So, keeping that in mind, we look forward to seeing you all arrive safely and your boats in fine condition at the upcoming events 
and out on the water.  And if you have questions or concerns regarding a particular issue or general maintenance, remember, there 

is a VAST amount of info and help available on the Tollyclub forum.  Link:  http://www.tollycraftboatingclub.com/forums/index.php   

A Message from your First TrusteeðBob Erwin 
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I was looking out the window at the garden and this thought struck me. There seem to be many similari-
ties between gardens and marinas. I call it ñSigns of Lifeò. 

There are times of year when the weather gives us days, weeks or months that are cold, gray, overcast, 
rainy and filled with nasty winds. The lawn turns thin and develops moss spots, plants drop their blooms 
and while some stay green and others appear dead and look like kindling. The yard goes dormant. 
There is little or no activity ï almost no signs of life. A visit to a marina during the same setting would 
likely find a few souls checking on the welfare of their boats ï Are the lines secure after a big blow? Is 
there a buildup of snow that needs to be removed? Has the rain caused leaks in places unanticipated? 
Is a heater needed for freeze protection? And, oh yes, does the engine need to be started? People donôt 
stay long. Similar to the yard, it appears the marina has gone dormant ï almost no signs of life. 

As the climate changes, we notice a few rays of sun, the temperature begins to climb, the sky has some 
clear spots and the winds become a pleasant breeze. We notice little spots of green on the plants we 
thought were dead, trees begin to take on a more robust look, flowers appear, and the lawn loses its 
moth-eaten appearance. The darn lawn even starts to grow ï more mowing ï not the way we want to 
spend our days. Itôs nice to watch the yard show signs of life but WE would rather be down in the ma-
rina. 

As we approach our marinas, we notice the parking lots have more cars, nearly full some days. The populations of otters, seals in 
some cases, seagulls and pigeons have all increased. The docks are filled with people, some just taking a walk and visiting the 
thought of owning a boat someday. Most are there, as we are, to start the task of readying the boat for the season. While our pro-
jects are varied and our methods slightly different, they will most certainly include a thorough cleaning and the removal of the green 
slime that seems to visit us all.  Itôs nice to see our marina neighbors, share stories and maybe have a beer. 

I enjoy the arrival of boating weather as it brings warmer, dryer and longer days. I welcome the ñSigns of Lifeò. 

Be sure to visit the ñEventsò and ñDestinationsò section of the Tollycraft forum for the upcoming events. Hope to see you on the 
water.   Link:  http://www.tollycraftboatingclub.com/2009events.html  

LARRY COFFEY 
Secretary@tollycraftboatingclub.com 

A Message from your SecretaryðLarry Coffey 

http://www.tollycraftboatingclub.com/forums/index.php
http://www.tollycraftboatingclub.com/2009events.html
mailto:Secretary@tollycraftboatingclub.com


Ladies and gentleman, 

First of all I would like to thank Tolly, for without his passion for building boats, I would not 
have been nominated for this award.  I would also like to thank my husband and my 
daughters for their support while I was filming.  This has been a once in a lifetime dream 
of mine to be nominated for this awards and if I win I é well Hooray for Tollywood! 

Yes, just practicing on my acceptance speech!  I hope you are all practicing and ready to 
be a part of this grand event at Roche Harbor next month.  The registration form is in-
cluded in this edition of the newsletter, so be sure and fill it out and get it mailed in before 
the dead line.  There are more options for you to check off this year so please sign up to 
volunteer.  Like I always say, it is ñyou, the members that make this club the best in the 
world!ò  

Now if you havenôt yet renewed your membership for the year, you still have until May 
25

th
.  If your renewal fee is not received by then, you will not be in the 2009-2010 Mem-

bers Directory.  You may renew on line by going to our web site 
www.tollycraftboatingclub.com and clicking on ñRenew Nowò.  You may also send it in 

through the US postal service.  If you have any questions please feel free to call me at 425-868-3611or email me 
at treasurer@tollycraftboatingclub.com.  I hope to see you all at the ñHooray for Tollywoodò rendezvous or at Bell 
Harbor in a few weeks!   

Stay safe and have fun boating! 

A Message from your TreasurerðLori Potts 
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2008 ï 2009 Renewal 

GREAT THINGS ARE HAPPENING THIS YEAR!!! 

Go to our web site www.tollycraftboatingclub.com and click on ñRENEW NOWò 

 

We have set up a secured Pay Pal account and when you renew online your membership fees will 
go directly into the clubs bank account.   

 

Other new items available to order online: 

  new magnetic nametags 

  club burgees 

 

We are very excited about these new changes and encourage you to take full advantage of them. 

On Line Membership Renewal 

http://www.tollycraftboatingclub.com/
mailto:treasurer@tollycraftboatingclub.com
http://www.tollycraftboatingclub.com/


    North, South, East and West, the PNW is the Best 
 

Our family has been boating all of my life; we have boated in the North (Michigan), 
South (Texas & Louisiana), East (Atlantic Ocean), and West (and many states in be-
tween) and we like the Pacific Northwest the very best.  My boating life began in 
Texas at the tender age of 6 months where my family and I went boating on Lake 
Sam Rayburn in a 16 foot Cane Cutter runabout that wasnôt much bigger than the 
alligators that lived in the lake (Iôm serious).  We once swam with 6 alligators; would 
you believe it? Six!...would you believe five?...how about 2 catfish and a crawdad?  
We have seen a lot of natural beauty, from the cypress trees and lily pads of Lake 
Caddo in east Texas, to the clear cold waters of Lake Michigan to the warm sandy 
beaches and wild horses on the coastal islands of North Carolina, but none are as 
vast and beautiful as the San Juan Islands. 

During my whole life on the water, my family and I have always had a small lake boat.  
When we moved out here to Washington, we had to sell our boat because it was so 
expensive to ship.  So, after three years in this state we finally bought a brand new 22 

foot cuddy cabin.  We live across from Lake Tapps and used it there, but it just became too dangerous with 
all the jet skis and speed freaks, so we usually towed it up to Lake Washington to go tubing and looking for 
Bill Gates.  We also enjoyed cruising into Lake Union and pulling up to fun restaurants. 

After hearing about the San Juan Islands from a friend, we left on our first trip to the Islands in 2006.  We 
stayed in a slip at Friday Harbor and enjoyed walking the docks and seeing all the classic cruisers.  We did-
nôt have to walk far, because there was a beautiful old cruiser cattycorner from our slip; it was a Tollycraft 
named ñJolly Monò.  It was owned by a big smiling man who caught us looking and immediately invited us 
aboard for a tour, a history lesson, an intro to the ñTollycraftò Boating Club, and... we immediately fell in love 
with Steveôs boat.  After that enjoyable experience with Steve Monrad, we kept thinking about the Tollyôs.  
That same trip we met other Tolly owners and continued to be impressed with the quality of the boats and 
their owners.    

Finally, after selling our little cuddy, we bought our ñbigò Tolly 26 in October 2007.  We also joined the Tolly-
craft Boating Club.  Our Tolly was in pretty good shape, but needed a lot of TLC and $USD.  Armed with en-
thusiasm and good advice from the sages on the clubôs forum; we began the job of fixing her up.  After sev-
eral months, the first round of hard labor was finished and we finally got to have some fun on her.  Our first 
cruise was to the rendezvous in ñMargaritavilleò.  Wow, what an event!  Needless to 
say, we have become hooked on Tollyôs, Tolly people, and the stunning beauty of 
the Pacific Northwest. 

 

Austin Wittmann 

ñPipedreamò   
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